70   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
nine - year - old    Archduke    Charles,    had    finally
hardened   Ferdinand's  heart  against   him,   whilst
Henry's fear and suspicion  of Ferdinand had,  as
we have seen, effectually stood in the way of the
completion of Katharine's marriage.    With young
Henry  as  king  affairs   stood   differently.      Even
before his father's death Ferdinand had taken pains
to assure him of his love, and had treated him as
a sovereign over the dying old king's head.    Before
the  breath was out  of Henry VII.,   Ferdinand's
letters were speeding to London to make all things
smooth.    There would  be  no opposition   now to
Ferdinand's ratification of his Flemish grandson's
marriage with  Henry's sister  Mary.      The clever
old Aragonese knew there was still plenty of time
to stop that later ; and certainly young Henry could
not interfere in Castile,  as his father might have
done, on the strength of Mary Tudor's betrothal.
So all went merry as a marriage bell.    Ferdinand,
for once in his life, was liberal with his money.
He implored his daughter to make no unpleasant-
ness or complaint, and to raise no question  that
might obstruct her  marriage.     The  ambassador,
Fuensalida,    was   warned   that   if   the   bickering
between himself and the Princess, or between the
confessor  and  the household, was allowed  to in-
terfere with the match, disgrace and ruin should be
his lot, and Katharine was admonished  that  she
must be  civil  to   Fuensalida,   and   to the  Italian
banker who was to pay the balance of her dowry.
The King of Aragon need have had no anxiety.
Young Henry and his councillors were as eager for
the popular marriage as he was, and dreaded the
idea of disgorging the 100,000 crowns dowry already